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A network of national 
fundraising organisations 

working together
to advance and strengthen 
fundraising across Europe.

One voice to promote
best practice, support 

professional certification, 
shape EU policy,

and connect fundraisers.

European Fundraising Association



EFA Members



Fundraising has become European – whether we like it or not

● Platforms decide visibility (Meta, Google, algorithms)

● EU rules decide what is allowed (AML/CTF, political ads, VAT, consumer law)

● Civic space decides what is possible (shrinking trust, polarisation, democracy pressure)

Individual organisations cannot influence these alone

Fundraising Is No Longer National



EFA is not

● A conference organiser only

● A distant Brussels lobby 

● An abstract membership club

EFA is

● A network of national fundraising bodies

● A European voice grounded in practice

● A connector between fundraisers and 

decision-makers

What EFA Is (And Is Not)



What EFA Actually Does – 3 Pillars

Three pillars of action

● Advocacy & Public Affairs

● Professional Standards & Credibility

● European Learning & Exchange



Collective advocacy delivers results

● Political & social ads: EFA directly engaged Meta + European Commission

● EU AML rules: nonprofits no longer treated as inherently “high-risk by default”

● ECBA Directive: defending cross-border civil society

● Consumer law & VAT: fundraising costs finally visible

1. Advocacy 
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Bad regulation hits fundraising first

● Ads blocked, accounts suspended

● Banks de-risking charities - closing accounts “just in case”

● Rising compliance costs

● Cross-border donations becoming risky

EFA focuses on risk prevention, not theory.

Why Advocacy Matters To Fundraisers



Professional fundraising needs shared credibility

● EFA Certification Framework

● New Advanced Competence Framework
(launch March 2026)

● Cross-border recognition of skills

● Stronger legitimacy 

When fundraisers speak to regulators, platforms, donors — professional credibility 
matters.

2. Professional Standards 



Europe as a fundraising laboratory

● EFA Skillshare → now EFA European Fundraising Forum (Leuven 2026)

● EFA Learning Symposium (Berlin 2026)

● EFA European Fundraising Tour (Fundraising4Democracy)

● Nonprofit Pulse

● EFA Webinars & curated resources

Innovation in fundraising increasingly comes from peer exchange, not manuals.

3. European Learning 



fundraisingforum.eu





Fundraising is no longer politically neutral

● Shrinking civic space affects income

● Fundraising = citizen mobilisation

● Fundraising4Democracy initiative & resource centre

Fundraising & Democracy 



fundraisingtour.eufundraisingtour.eu



fundraisingtour.euefa-net.eu/fundraising4democracy



Why This Matters for Poland

Poland is not an exception

● Strong civil society, high polarisation

● Heavy reliance on digital fundraising

● EU rules apply immediately

● European narratives shape national space



What EFA Brings To National Fundraisers 

Concrete value – not abstract “Europe”

● Early warnings & shared intelligence

● Access to European-level allies & platforms 
(Philea, ECNL, Civil Society Europe, GivingTuesday Europe, etc.)

● Stronger national advocacy arguments

● Faster learning, fewer costly mistakes



Where EFA Is Going In 2026

Priorities

● Stronger advocacy capacity

● Benchmarks & shared data

● European Fundraising Forum

● EU-funded projects & partnerships



Europe already shapes fundraising.

The question is whether fundraisers shape Europe.

The real question



Thank you

Learn more

● eduard.marcek@efa-net.eu

● efa-net.eu

● fundraisingforum.eu

● fundraisingtour.eu
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